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He was a year-round baseball
player who didn't want toys
video games. But Powers-Joh
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change my name. So, Powers is my
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Oregon offensive lineman Jackson Powers-Johnson reacts after Ducks wide
2point conversion catch against Washington during

Jackson Powers-Johnson, the youngest of four kids, was r
He helped Corner Canyon High to three straight undefeated seasons
ampionships before signing with Oregon.

everything to me,” Jackson said.

He went on to start at center

and both guard spots at Oregon,

d became the first Duck and

Trophy, awarded to the na
tion's best center. Powers-johnson
is never credited with allowing
@ sack in his three years, and he
ven played some defensive tack-
le in a bowl game vs. Okl -
He also had a buger named af-
ter him at a Jocal bre-very. * The Big
Jax” contains two patties, pulled
pork. mac and cheese. bacon and
queso on a brioche bun.
Powers-Johnson relished not
ged g his anger
sthall field. but defending others.
1 think my physicality and vi-
olence has kind of turned into
more protection,” he said. “] think
there’s no better honor or priv-
ilege than to protect somebody.
You think about our armed forves,
sfice, you think about
tecting us. That's
to do on the field. So,

all of then

alittle
= camp and,
Powers-Johnson

Tove v

sence. 1 think

tting going
it's exciting. We don't have the full
but I'm excited for

c-12 player to win the Riming-

L.nVo.gasR.ydg-rsa'hmuvehmunla(honMM,WWH(WW}MWhMmMMMMMMMMW|Obni4:m!eﬂon,?ﬁv

From Corner Canyon to the NFL

ised in Draper.
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receiver Tez Johnson (15) made

2 game on Oct. 14, 2023, in Seattle.

that. It's been fun getting to hit a
little bit, even if it's a bag

T'm sorry to that trainer, too. Il
take him out to dinner.”

The coach/trainer was first
year offensive assistant De’Andre
Pierce, the son of the head coach
who will be happy to buy them
both dinner.

“1 just loved (Powers-Jackson's)
film,” Pierce said. “1 saw a keader, 1
winner, I saw a guy that just
loves football. And you want that
identity up front. You alw ys Jook
at teams, the best teams it ain't the

skill position. You want those grit-

ty guys like we've got on our D-li
you want that on the offensive line
nd the more of those bad boys

we can bring in with Kolton Mill-

er. (Thayer) Munford, and (Andre)
James, that's going to be huge for
us. But he has the attitude, man. 1
mean, talking to him on the phone
was emotional even for me because
of just how excited he was. And it
was like, damn, we got it right

“It’s a match made in heaven ™

Powers-Johnson was also emo.
tional on that draft call, and prom-
ised Pierce that he would “whoop
some ass” for him.
arty, all of his fam-
and friends had Post-It Notes

a homage to the movie, “Draft
Day,” where the ge manag
ayed by Kevin Costner has a
player’s name written on a Post-
It to remind him who to even

s tead of “Vontae

Mack no matter what” like in the
movie, these notes said “Jackson

“s0 I'm just excited to play for the
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v mom just wanted every-
body that came to my draft party
todo it just kind of signifying that
everyone was behind me,” he said.
“It’s a very emotional moment for
sure. I was dehydrated after the
tears, but it was it was awesome.

It didn't matter where or when
he was picked.” Jennifer said, “We
re behind him no matter what
He was our No. 1 pick "

He Ipter said that he never let
the long draft process get to him.

“Blessed. never stressed,” he
said. “I mean, this is just a huge
new opportunity for me. .. For all
the hard work and preparation and
dedication I've put in my entire life,
NOW you get to actually g have fun
and play football

“The dream has been achieved
but now there's new dreams to get
after”

And new positions. The Raid-
ers had Powers-Johnson working
atleft guard — the home of Dylan

rham last season — during rook-

of s

. he said. “T haven't
ard in a bit, but it’sa
new challenge and that's exc iting.
When you kind of get to step out of
your comfort zone or do something
that you haven't done as much
that’s fun for me. That's what foot-
ball is all about, that's what life’s
all about. You're not going to just
do everything the same every day,
and now 1 get to do something new.

And yeah. it's been pretty seam-
less, but there's stuff I need to
work on and that’s really exciting
to me.”

Powers-Johnson grew up a Raid-
ers fan ... well practically. His step-
dad was a Miami Dolphins fan, and
then there was 2 J.J. Watt we rship
phase. But Jennifer's dad grew up
in Oakland and her grandparents
were Raiders season-ticket hold-
ers. And one family vacation, Pow-
ers-Johnson became a member of
Raider Nation when they all went to
see the San Francisco 49ers play the
Raiders at the Oakland Coli E
@ preseason game in 2040,

“The first NFL game I ever went
to was a Raiders game ... my par-
ents were just kind of holding
{onto) me because all the fans were
all crazy. But 1 thought it was so
ool that they're just like getting
after it and Cussing up a storm.

“There's just so much rich histo-
ry of just people who are Jjust abso-
hutely nuts and just want to getaf-
ter it — and that’s how 1 play.”

Putting on the Raiders helmet
and jersey for the first time was
dream come true.
nto the logo on the
to bless the name
Powers-Johnson said,

Raiders

“The sutumn wind is 5 pirate. 1
love it™
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